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I am delighted to be able to invite you to the meeting of the European Council to be held in Brussels on 15 and 16 June 2006.

We will begin our discussions at 17.15 on Thursday, in the presence of the Foreign Ministers, with the traditional exchange of views with the President of the European Parliament.

We will then hold our first working session, during which we will discuss practical responses by the Union to current challenges, which we will approach in two parallel ways: on the one hand we will have before us draft conclusions on the subject of the Constitution, substantially based on the outcome of the informal meeting of Foreign Ministers in Klosterneuburg and assuming an extension of the discussion period; secondly we will discuss the implementation of concrete projects.
The concrete fields of action include in particular sustainable development and climate change, external energy policy and a Union mechanism for managing crises and disasters.
In connection with enlargement, we are due to discuss the issue of the Union's absorption capacity.  On this topic, the European Council will of course express its views with regard to Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey, Croatia and the other Balkan States.

After the "family photo", the Heads of State or Government can pursue this agenda over dinner and, following on from this, engage in a policy debate on migration and integration issues, matters which affect all our countries and which will occupy us increasingly in the next few years.

The Ministers for Foreign Affairs will deal at dinner with the topics Serbia (future relations between the EU and Serbia in the light of the developments on Montenegro and Kosovo) and migration (with a special emphasis on possible foreign policy responses, in particular in relation to Africa).

The press conference will be held after the dinner.

On Friday, we will initially meet from 10.00 to 10.30 as the Council of the European Union to discuss the extension of the Euro area to Slovenia.  In this context, we will hear presentations by the Commission and the ECB concerning the convergence reports on Slovenia and Lithuania.

The European Council's second working session will begin at 10.30 and will be devoted to discussion and adoption of the European Council's conclusions, followed immediately by the press conferences.

The Presidency will inform the candidate countries of the results of the discussions.

(Complimentary close.)


Wolfgang Schüssel


President of the European Council

SN 2671/1/06 REV 1
ght/EB/ms                            1

EN

